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Father Max Oliva is a speaker, consultant, and author on the topic of ethical 
decision-making in the workplace. He now makes his home next to Gonzaga 
University. As of August, 2019, he is Chaplain to the University Business School 
. His undergraduate degree is in Marketing and he has an MBA in 
Organizational Behavior from the University of California at Berkeley in 
addition to a Masters in Divinity. 

Father Oliva taught ethical decision-making to adult learners in the School of 
Management at Regis University’s Henderson, Nevada campus. He began 
presenting seminars and talks on ethics and spirituality to companies and 
business associations while living in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, from 2001 to 
2008. In the fall of 2008 he was a Visiting Scholar at the Markkula Center for 
Applied Ethics at Santa Clara University. He moved to Las Vegas, Nevada, in 
2011 where he continued to minister to men and women in the corporate 
sector. While living in Las Vegas, he wrote a monthly column on ethics for Las 
Vegas Business Press, a weekly magazine published by the Las Vegas Review 
Journal, for four years. He continues to work in Las Vegas, on a part-time 
basis. 



In addition to his ministry at Gonzaga, Father assists Father Tim Clancy at Our 
Lady of the Lake Church in Suncrest, Washington on Sundays and is the 
Chaplain to the Parish's Knights of Columbus Council. 

Father Oliva is the author of seven books. The latest, Becoming a Person of 
Mercy, is part practical guide, part spiritual refreshment and part small-group 
handbook. Each chapter contains questions for reflection and discussion to 
help us discern how God calls us to extend mercy to others, to his own 
creation, and especially to ourselves. 
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